REVIEWS. 


A. Practical Treatise on Medical Diagnosis. For Students 
A im Physicians. By John H. Musser, M.D., Professor of 
Clinical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, etc. Fifth 
• edition, revised and enlarged. Illustrated with 395 wood-cuts 
and 63 colored plates. Philadelphia and New York: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1904. 

That a fifth edition of Dr. Musser’s work on Diagnosis should 
be so soon called for is not only flattering to the book, but is as well 
ir most encouraging sign of the state of mind of the medical public 
in this country. No better proof could be furnished of the steady 
rise in medical standards than such evidence of a widespread recog¬ 
nition of the need for aid to accurate and scientific diagnosis. 

In this edition there has been not only a revision but a very 
considerable rearrangement and rewriting of the subject-matter, 
and in spite of condensation in certain theoretical portions the 
volume has grown to the extent of some one hundred pages. The 
book is most lavishly supplied with illustrations, among which 
are many really beautiful colored plates. These cuts and plates 
have been selected with judgment, and have, for the most part, 
the not too common merit of actually illustrating the text. 

The book is divided into the two distinct parts of General and 
Special Diagnosis, the former occupying somewhat more than 
half of the twelve hundred pages. 

Under General Diagnosis are taken up in succession the subjects 
of Historical, Subjective, Objective, Physical, and Laboratory 
Diagnosis. This portion of the work is truly admirable. There 
is presented here a vast amount of information of the highest value 
for diagnostic purposes, and the matter is well arranged, the de¬ 
scriptions are clear, and the illustrations effective. 

Of the second part of the book—Special Diagnosis—we can 
speak with quite the same enthusiasm. The separate diseases are 
here taken up in order, and their etiology, symptoms, complica¬ 
tions, and diagnosis described in a manner differing from that of 
the usual text-books on medicine in its comprehensiveness. 

We should have been glad to see the general description of many 
of the diseases presented in more condensed form, and greater 
space given to a discussion of the points of differential diagnosis. 
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The section on Nervous Diseases is the only chapter of Special 
Diagnosis which is in the least degree disappointing. It lias not 
been given its proportionate share of space, and in it differential 
diagnosis is not considered at all. The brief descriptions of the 
clinical features of each disease are satisfactory as far as they go, 
but even in such important diseases as tabes dorsalis, multiple 
neuritis, cerebral hemorrhage, epilepsy, etc., one seeks in vain for 
a mention of other, affections which might be confused with the 
disease in point. 

Although the book may not perhaps maintain, in all its sub¬ 
divisions; the same high plane of excellence, it nevertheless, as a 
whole, merits its great popularity and its position as the standard 
work on medical diagnosis in English, and both Dr. Musser and 
the profession at large are to be congratulated upon the appearance 
of this new edition. L. A. C. 


A Text-book of Mechanotherapy Prepared for the Use 
of Medical Students, Trained Nurses, and Medical 
Gymnacts. By Axel V. Grafstrom, B.Sc., M.D., late lieu¬ 
tenant in the Royal Swedish army; late House Physician, City 
Hospital, New York; Attending Physician to the Gustavus 
Adolphus Orphanage, Jamestown, N. Y. Second edition, re¬ 
vised and enlarged. Philadelphia, New York, and London: W. 
B. Saunders & Co., 1904. 

The second edition of this book contains some additions and 
revisions. Two new chapters are added—on the massage of eye, 
ear, nose, and throat, and on pelvic massage. 

The presentation of this subject by a man of recognized medical 
position undoubtedly does much toward lifting a really useful 
system out of the quagmire of quackery into which it has to a great 
extent fallen in this country. The name, mechanotherapy itself, 
is, to. say the least, a poor title, and adds to the general air of mysti¬ 
cism so necessary to the successful quack. 

The author describe^ at length general and special massage and 
medical gymnastics, aiding the text with illustrations of the most 
important postures and movements. 

Then follows several chapters on the application of the treat¬ 
ment to special diseases. While undoubtedly general massage and 
medical gymnastics are beneficial in both health and disease, yet the 
optimism of the writer has led him to make certain statements that 
are scarcely capable of proof. To quote an instance: in speaking of 
massage and gymnastics in labor the author gives an example of 
a woman who in a former labor had difficulties owing to the large 
size of the child and the loss of flesh and strength in the mother.. 
He then goes on to say that with the knowledge of the former diffi- 



